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hair, my said nose and aforesaid finger-nails, therefore know all men,*
and so on. Yes, sir ; we got to keep our passions down ! "
I went on hastily. " Those two sentences are the only ones I can
quote exactly, but the document speaks of the abuses suffered by
residents of North America at England's hands. It says that the King
of England has refused his assent to wholesome laws, and plans the
establishment of absolute tyranny over these states."
" That's not so/' Judge Hendon said. " No colony has ever been
prevented from making any law it wished. The only thing they
haven't been allowed to do is to issue fraudulent currency and declare
it legal tender. Can you give us a better example of royal tyranny
and brutality, Mr. Wiswell ? "
" Well, sir," I said, " the document says the King has called
together legislative bodies, at places unusual, uncomfortable, and
distant from the depository of their public records, for the sole purpose
of fatiguing the Patriots into a compliance with his measures 1 "
" Yes," the judge said meditatively, " a legislative body was moved
'in Massachusetts. It was transferred from Boston to Cambridge so
the legislators might be protected against mobs. I find myself strangely
lacking in sympathy for Patriots who admit they can be e fatigued '
into complying with measures of which they disapprove 1 I fear it's
a feeble and sickly patriotism that wilts before such dreadful hard-
ships as undertaking the long, long journey between Boston and
Cambridge ! I don't much care for it as an argument justifying a
national rebellion against constituted authority and embarking on a
civil war ! "
Every man without that hut was now as silent as though carved
from stone.
" Another abuse mentioned," I said, " is that the King has erected
a multitude of new offices, and sent swarms of officers to harass our
people and eat out their subsistence."
The judge looked irritated. " Five new commissioners were
appointed for this whole country, and fifteen to twenty clerks to go
with them. Those are the swarms who harass Americans and eat
out their subsistence ! How do they compare with the packs of rebel
militia that pull down our homes, maim our cattle and make the
lives of our womenfolk a perpetual nightmare ! "
" Well, sir," I said, " the paper says America is opposing with
manly firmness the King's invasions on the rights of the people."
" Since when," Judge Hendon asked, " has a government been
able to maintain its integrity without putting down rebellion and
mob rule ? All these so-called measures of repression were provoked
by popular outrage I Doesn't this document anywhere hint that a
government must protect its officers from assault and their houses